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"Stand firm and hold fast" — to the genuine
apostolic teachings, believing the truth with the
inner witness of the Spirit. The antidote to the
deception warned against in v.B.

17-174ay our Lord !esus 8hrist
Himself and .od our =ather, who loved
us and by His grace gave us eternal

encouragement and good hope,
encourage your hearts and strengthen
you in every good deed and word#
"Encourage... and strengthen" — Paul's prayer
goes with Timothy's visit, to strengthen the
resolve of Thessalonian believers to hold on to
what they know to be true, against false teaching
within and persecution outside.

S544$6- Pa%l -ith 3ilas and Tim!th4 is -#itin( a(ain t! the 0h%#0h the4 .!%nded
in Thessal!ni0a t! en0!%#a(e them at a time !. e+te#nal *e#se0%ti!n and inte#nal
0!n;i0t, .%elled &4 .alse tea0he#s %nt#%th.%ll4 att#i&%tin( thei# e##!ne!%s tea0hin(
t! the a*!stles, This is a -a#nin( that de0e*ti!n -ill 0!me, and e"e#4thin( needs
t! &e tested a(ainst 30#i*t%#e and the t#%e a*!st!li0 tea0hin( the4 ha"e #e0ei"ed,

$77L*8$1*O) This is a .ell!-shi* !. *e!*le -h! had .!%nd sal"ati!n and ne- li.e
th#!%(h an en0!%nte# -ith )es%s and -h! 1ne- the en0!%#a(ement and
em*!-e#in( !. 'is '!l4 3*i#it, <et this =h#istian li.e -as n!t eas4 .!# them, The4
e+*e#ien0ed *e#se0%ti!n !n the !%tside, !.ten .#!m #eli(i!%sl4 in;e+i&le )e-s, 6%t
the (#eate# dan(e# -as de0e*ti!n .#!m 0e#e&#al tea0hin( -hi0h -as n!t #!!ted in
30#i*t%#e !# the 0a#e.%l inst#%0ti!n !. the a*!stles -h! had li"ed -ith )es%s,
3in0e#e, )es%s-t#%stin( &elie"e#s t!da4 0an 9nd themsel"es &ein( /0an0elled/ &4
#eli(i!%s-minded *e!*le !. n! (#eat .aith, and the#e is al-a4s dan(e# .#!m
tea0hin( -hi0h *#es%mes t! (%ide, -ith!%t the 0!m*ass &ea#in(s !. the ete#nal
t#%th !. the 2!#d !. G!d, This *assa(e en0!%#a(es %s t! stand 9#m, h!ldin( t!
-hat 30#i*t%#e *lainl4 sa4s and testin( e"e#4 se#m!n a(ainst it,

QUESTION If $esus is %ord of one church, why are there more than &*,***
denominations worldwide? #here do we 1nd the unity which $esus see"s, in the
di2erse streams of faith that we encounter?

76$-+6 >!#d, -e #e;e0t !n h!- <!%# de"!ted *e!*le in e"e#4 a(e 8 in 6i&le times,
and in ea0h 0ent%#4 !. the =h#istian 0h%#0h 8 ha"e e+*e#ien0ed dis0!%#a(ement
and !**!siti!n, ?nd -e hea# <!% s*ea1in( th#!%(h these 30#i*t%#es a&!%t this
st#ate(4 !. the enem4 !. !%# s!%ls,
F!#(i"e %s .!# &ein( easil4 led ast#a4 th#!%(h *#ide in !%# !-n !*ini!ns, 'el* %s t!
h%m&l4 see1 .#esh -isd!m and #e"elati!n !. <!% in !%# hea#ts,
Gi"e %s a ne- h%n(e# .!# <!%# 2!#d and <!%# t#%th, and a thi#st .!# <!%# 3*i#it t!
&e en0!%#a(in( %s t! a**l4 it #i(htl4 and l!"in(l4 in !%# li"es and !%# -!#ld,
Th#!%(h and in )es%s -e *#a4, ?men,
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#he $ord%s purpose is restoring true faith
and worship despite opposition

1On the twenty-first day of the seventh
month, the word of the Lord came
through the prophet Haggai:
"The word of the Lord came" — in Haggai's
second message of encouragement to the
governor and the high priest.

2-3 "Speak to Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel, governor of !udah, to !oshua
son of !o"adak, the high priest, and to
the remnant of the people# $sk them,
%&ho of you is left who saw this house
in its former glory' How does it look to
you now' (oes it not seem to you like
nothing'
"Former glory" — of Solomon's temple,
destroyed 66 years previously.
"Seem to you like nothing" — just the foundation,
hardly a glorious sight.

Find the full version O)L*)+ at www#thelivingword#uk

Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21
1 * will e,alt -ou, my .od the /ing0 * will praise
-our name for ever and ever#
2-3 +very day * will praise -ou and e,tol -our
name for ever and ever# .reat is the Lord and
most worthy of praise0 His greatness no one
can fathom#
4-5One generation commends -our works to
another0 they tell of -our mighty acts# 1hey
speak of the glorious splendour of -our
ma2esty 3 and * will meditate on -our
wonderful works#

17-18 1he Lord is righteous in all His ways
and faithful in all He does# 1he Lord is near to
all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in
truth#
19-20 He fulfills the desires of those who fear
Him0 He hears their cry and saves them# 1he
Lord watches over all who love Him, but all
the wicked He will destroy#
214y mouth will speak in praise of the Lord#
Let every creature praise His holy name for
ever and ever#



"Once more shake" — looking back to Egypt's
judgment at the Red Sea, and forwards to the
coming fall of Persia to Greece, then Greece to
Rome and ultimately the judgment of the nations
at Christ's second coming. Hebrews 12:26-27.
7 "%* will shake all nations, and what is
desired by all nations will come, and *
will fill this house with glory,% says the
Lord $lmighty#
"Fill... with glory" — can mean wealth, like King
Darius' contribution, Ezra 6:8, but more often
God's spiritual presence, evident as never before
when Christ came to the temple, Mark 11:1-11,
15-19; cf. John. 1:1-18; 2:19-22.

8 "%1he silver is mine and the gold is
mine,% declares the Lord $lmighty#

9 "%1he glory of this present house will
be greater than the glory of the former
house,% says the Lord $lmighty# %$nd in
this place * will grant peace,% declares
the Lord $lmighty#"
"The glory... greater"— the promise of “greater
glory” and “peace” fulfilled through the prince of
peace, Jesus, Zech 9:9-10; John 20:19-21; Col. 1:20.
Jesus’ temple, now the church, includes people
from all nations, Eph. 2:11–22.

S544$6-G!"e#n!# $e#%&&a&el and 'i(h P#iest )!sh%a a#e headin( %* a&!%t
50,000 #et%#nin( e+iles in )e#%salem, Ne- .!%ndati!ns ha"e &een laid t! #e&%ild
the #%ined tem*le, 'a((ai/s *#!*heti0 -!#d s*ea1s G!d/s en0!%#a(ement t!
#e1indle the #es!l"e t! 0!ntin%e the -!#1 des*ite !**!siti!n,
$77L*8$1*O)2hen G!d s*ea1s t! %s it is !.ten th#!%(h 30#i*t%#e, s!metimes
ta1in( hist!#i0 -!#ds and #e-a**l4in( them t! !%# sit%ati!n -ith .#esh meanin(, as
'a((ai d!es in sa4in( 56e st#!n(5, 2e see he#e the *a#tne#shi* !. 2!#d and 3*i#it
that -e -ill meet a(ain late#,
QUESTION Today, what helps us discern what God may be saying in confusing
conflicts that we face?

&e reminds them that 'od speaks of
(braham, )saac and *acob as living

27 Some of the Sadducees, who say
there is no resurrection, came to !esus
with a 9uestion#
"Sadducees" — aristocratic controlling group of
priesthood and Sanhedrin who did not believe the
oral tradition or in an afterlife. This controversy
arose in a long day of attacks on Jesus' teaching.

28 :1eacher,; they said, :4oses wrote
for us that if a man<s brother dies and
leaves a wife but no children, the man
must marry the widow and raise up
offspring for his brother#
"Marry the widow" — to maintain the name and
property through children, Deut. 25:5-6; Ruth 4:1-12.

29-33 :)ow there were seven brothers#
1he first one married a woman and died
childless# 1he second and then the third
married her, and in the same way the
seven died, leaving no children# =inally,
the woman died too# )ow then, at the

resurrection whose wife will she be,
since the seven were married to her';
"Seven brothers" — a far-fetched example
intended to ridicule the idea of resurrection. A
similar story appears in the OT apocrypha.

34 !esus replied, :1he people of this
age marry and are given in marriage#
"Given in marriage" — for this earthly life, not
for eternity as Jesus continues to teach.

35-37 ">ut those who are considered
worthy of taking part in the age to come
and in the resurrection from the dead will
neither marry nor be given in marriage,
and they can no longer die0 for they are
like the angels# 1hey are .od<s children,
since they are children of the resurrection#
"An the resurrection" — a resurrected body does
not age, Acts 1B:BB-B5, and does not need
children to continue the line.

37-38 ">ut in the account of the burning
bush, even 4oses showed that the dead
rise, for he calls the Lord ?the .od of

S544$6- It is the last -ee1 !. )es%s li.e and 'e is s*endin( it tea0hin( in the
tem*le 0!%#ts 8 and meetin( 'is (#eatest !**!siti!n, In this e*is!de, mem&e#s !.
the 3add%0ee *a#t4, -h! 0!nt#!lled the tem*le and the 3anhed#in, a#e
#em!nst#atin( -ith )es%s .#!m thei# *!siti!n !. n!t a00e*tin( 30#i*t%#e/s a%th!#it4
a*a#t .#!m the 9#st 9"e &!!1s att#i&%ted t! :!ses, and n!t &elie"in( in the a.te#li.e
!# #es%##e0ti!n, 'e #e.%tes thei# a#(%ment %sin( the 0lea# -!#ds !. :!ses -hi0h
the4 0an ha#dl4 dismiss,
$77L*8$1*O) Dis0%ssi!ns a&!%t -hat -e &elie"e !# d!n/t &elie"e, a*a#t .#!m the
&en0hma#1 !. #es*e0tin( the t#%th !. G!d/s -!#d, a#e *!-e#less *hil!s!*hi0al
de&ates, )es%s al-a4s ta1es %s &a01 t! the 2!#d and en0!%#a(es %s, as 'e did, t!
&elie"e -hat it sa4s and #el4 !n the '!l4 3*i#it t! hel* %s %nde#stand and a**l4
-hat -e a#e hea#in(,
QUESTION !o we lean to Scripture as our yardstic", or to our own opinions and
the emphases of our tradition? #hat would $esus say to us?

$braham, and the .od of *saac, and the
.od of !acob#< He is not the .od of the
dead, but of the living, for to Him all are
alive#;

"Moses showed that the dead rise" — Jesus used
the books of Moses, the only Scripture the
Sadducees recognised, to show how resurrection
was taught in Moses' own words.

+eak faith and holding ,cripture lightly
invites deception into the church

1-2 8oncerning the coming of our Lord
!esus 8hrist and our being gathered to
Him, we ask you, brothers and sisters,
not to become easily unsettled or
alarmed by the teaching allegedly from
us 3 whether by a prophecy or by word
of mouth or by letter 3 asserting that
the day of the Lord has already come#
"Teaching allegedly from us" — from its inception
the young Christian church was undermined by
teachers of uncertain faith who untruthfully
claimed support for their deceptive ideas from
the now-distant apostles.
3-4 (on<t let anyone deceive you in any
way, for that day will not come until the
rebellion occurs and the man of
lawlessness is revealed, the man
doomed to destruction# He will oppose
and will e,alt himself over everything
that is called .od or is worshipped, so
that he sets himself up in .od<s temple,
proclaiming himself to be .od#
"Don't let anyone deceive you" — highlighting
the real danger of deception: by definition,
hearers are unaware that they are being deceived.
"The man doomed to destruction... will oppose" —

not Satan but one used by him. An awareness of
God's word as truth is the safeguard and those
who hold truth lightly are vulnerable Cvv.9-10D.
"An God's temple" — an expression used
elsewhere by Paul for the church or individual
believer, warning of deception from within the
worshipping community.
5 (on<t you remember that when * was
with you * used to tell you these
things'
13-14 >ut we ought always to thank
.od for you, brothers and sisters loved
by the Lord, because .od chose you as
first-fruits to be saved through the
sanctifying work of the Spirit and
through belief in the truth# He called
you to this through our gospel, that
you might share in the glory of our
Lord !esus 8hrist#
"Saved through... Spirit and...belief in the truth" —
The Spirit is mute without theEord, and theEord
is not living or transforming without the Spirit.
"God chose you" — trinitarian: the Son loves,
God the Father elects, and the Spirit makes holy.
15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand
firm and hold fast to the teachings we
passed on to you, whether by word of
mouth or by letter#


