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#he water of life is freely available to all
who choose to receive

12 “%oo", I am coming soon2 My reward
is with Me, and I will give to each person
according to what they have done.
"I am coming soon" — in this epilogue, Jesus the
Sovereign Lord comes for faithful believers, with
a diDerent recompense for those who refuse Him.
"Fhat they have done" — believing or unbelieving.
13 “I am the +lpha and the #mega, the
First and the %ast, the 7eginning and
the &nd.
"Alpha and Gmega" — this title of Jesus shows
Him to be sovereign over history, Rev. 1:8.
12 “7lessed are those who wash their
robes, that they may have the right to
the tree of life and may go through the
gates into the city.
"Fash" — in the blood of the Lamb, Rev. 7:1E.
1/ “I, 1esus, have sent My angel to give
you this testimony for the churches. I
am the )oot and the #ffspring of
8avid, and the 7right Morning *tar.0

"Bright Morning Star — a name for the Messiah, who
ends mankind's night, Num. 2E:17, 2 Peter 1:1B.

1! !he *pirit and the bride say,
“-ome20 +nd let the one who hears say,
“-ome20 %et the one who is thirsty
come' and let the one who wishes, ta"e
the free gift of the water of life.
"Come..." — invitation repeated for emphasis. The
bride is the Church, the believing people of God,
those who are thirsty for the living water, see
Rev 21:H and 22:1; Ps E2:1, Isa 55:1; John E:10-1E.

20 (e who testi<es to these things says,
“Yes, I am coming soon.0
+men. -ome, %ord 1esus.
"Soon" — but with time for the Church to proclaim
salvation in Jesus to an unbelieving world.
"Come Lord Jesus" — marana tha, "Gur Lord, come",
1 Cor. 1H:22, an Aramaic prayer of the early church.

21 !he grace of the %ord 1esus be with
/od6s people. +men.
"Grace... be with God's people" — John's desire
that readers and hearers would be enabled to
hear and obey.
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#he $ord intercedes for us to be one in
%im, our witness to the world

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I
pray also for those who will believe in
Me through their message...
"Not for them alone" — Jesus moves from His
close disciples to all who will respond to their
proclamation.
21 “... that all of themmay be one, Father,
just as You are in Me and I am in You.
May they also be in Us so that the world
may believe that You have sent Me.
"May they also be (one) in Us" — the Holy
Spirit's sanctification, a growing alignment with
God and each other.
• For further study, see John 14:20, 23; 1 John 4:13.

22 “I have given them the glory that
you gave Me, that they may be one as
We are one —
"The glory that You gave Me" — Jesus. humble
in incarnation, noble in death, exalted in
resurrection, showing God's excellence.
Believers grow to show others this character, as
those who are "in Christ Jesus", 1 Cor. 1:2, 30.

23 “I in them and You in Me — so that
they may be brought to complete
unity. !hen the world will "now that
You sent Me and have loved them even
as You have loved Me.
"I in them and You in Me" — how interactions of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit empower believers.

Find the full version #$%I$& at www.thelivingword.u"

1 !he %ord reigns, let the earth be glad' let the
distant shores rejoice...

10 ...%et those who love the %ord hate evil, for
(e guards the lives of (is faithful ones and
delivers them from the hand of the wic"ed.

11 %ight shines on the righteous and joy on
the upright in heart.

12 )ejoice in the %ord, you who are righteous,
and praise (is holy name.

Setting the scene — verses fromPsalm 9!



*UMM+)Y "es#s$ %ra&er gives #s a %ict#re of ho' Father( Son and )ol& S%irit
have al'a&s *een distinct *#t in indivisi*le relationshi% and %erfect harmon&( in
heaven$s glor&+
+,,%I-+!I#$ ,od intends those 'ho are in relationshi% 'ith )im( to live in
relationshi%s 'hich re-ect the #nit& and glor& of heaven( as "es#s$ %ra&er for all
*elievers em%hasises+ )e 'ants the 'orld to .no' this heavenl& #nit& and glor& —
thro#gh #s+
QUESTION How would you explain how we are in Christ Jesus, and that we also
have Him in us?

&aul and 'ilas get a taste of rough (ustice
but also gain a strategic convert

1/#nce when we were going to the
place of prayer, we were met by a
female slave who had a spirit by which
she predicted the future. *he earned a
great deal of money for her owners by
fortune.telling.
"A spirit by which she predicted the future" —
literally a 'python' spirit. She was a medium with a
demonic spirit, deceiving people by speaking
enough truth to appear plausible. See Deut. 18:10;
1 Sam. 28:8; 2 Kings 17:17; Micah 3:11

1! *he followed ,aul and the rest of us,
shouting, “!hese men are servants of the
Most (igh /od, who are telling you the
way to be saved.0
"Most High God" — El Elyon, a common title
among both Jews and Greeks, also used by the
man in the grip of an impure spirit, Mark 5:7.

10 *he "ept this up for many days.
Finally ,aul became so annoyed that he
turned around and said to the spirit, “In
the name of 1esus -hrist I command you
to come out of her20 +t that moment the
spirit left her.
"Paul became so annoyed" — he could not let a
fortune-teller masquerade as his partner in the
gospel.
"I command you to come out" — like Jesus, Paul
speaks directly to the demonic spirit, as Jesus
instructed His disciples to do, Matt. 10:8, Luke
10:17.

19When her owners realised that their
hope of ma"ing money was gone, they
sei3ed ,aul and *ilas and dragged them

into the mar"etplace to face the
authorities.
20121 !hey brought them before the
magistrates and said, “!hese men are
1ews, and are throwing our city into an
uproar by advocating customs
unlawful for us )omans to accept or
practice.0
“Before the magistrates” — there were two in
each colony who upheld Roman law.
22 !he crowd joined in the attac"
against ,aul and *ilas, and the
magistrates ordered them to be
stripped and beaten with rods.
"Beaten with rods" — before trial, a hasty and
illegal punishment under pressure from the
crowd. Paul later reflects on his outrageous
treatment in Philippi, 1 Thess. 2:2.
23 +fter they had been severely
4ogged, they were thrown into prison,
and the jailer was commanded to
guard them carefully.
"Guard them carefully" — extra severity with
the torture of the stocks, a rash action against
fellow citiAens, vv. 37-3B.
22When he received these orders, he
put them in the inner cell and fastened
their feet in the stoc"s.
23 +bout midnight ,aul and *ilas
were praying and singing hymns to
/od, and the other prisoners were
listening to them.
"Praying and singing hymns:" — Coy for the
honour of suDering in the name of Jesus is a
frequent theme in Acts, Acts E:2E-30. Despite
imprisonment and pain they experienced a

*UMM+)Y 4fter 5&dia the ,entile cloth dealer had given her life to "es#s( Pa#l
and Silas face the challenge of a slave girl 'ith a demonic $familiar s%irit$ follo'ing
them and calling o#t( as if she 'as 'ith them+ Pa#l( calling on "es#s$ name( cast the
s%irit o#t of her+ )er o'ners( resenting their lost income( com%lained and got Pa#l
and Silas arrested+ The magistrate too. the la' into his o'n hands( and had them
*eaten and %#t in stoc.s in %rison+ Des%ite their %ain( Pa#l and Silas %raised ,od
and gave glor& to )im( 'here#%on an earth6#a.e released them and the other
%risoners+ The 7ailer( ama8ed that the& didn$t esca%e( as.ed 'hat he sho#ld do to
*e saved( received the ,ood Ne's of "es#s 'ith his famil& — and all 'ere *a%ti8ed
there and then as *elievers

+,,%I-+!I#$ The devil( the %rince of this 'orld 'ho holds %eo%le9s so#ls ca%tive
and *linded( doesn9t give them #% to ne' life in "es#s 'itho#t a :ght+ There is 7o&
and %eace in the ass#rance of eternal life — and there can *e less 'elcome
$re'ards$( too+ ;#t note ho' ,od %resences )imself thro#gh the %raise of Pa#l and
Silas to *ring an #nforeseen and glorio#s .ingdom o#tcome+

QUESTION What is your re!e"tion a#out the "ost o$ #ein% a $ollower o$ Jesus?

strong presence of the Holy Spirit giving them
Coy and praise, 1 Peter 2:1B—21; E:12-1E.

2/ *uddenly there was such a violent
earth5ua"e that the foundations of
the prison were sha"en. +t once all
the prison doors 4ew open, and
everyone6s chains came loose.
"A violent earthquake" — tremors were
common, but this was a miraculous
intervention following Paul and Silas' praise in
the face of adversity.

2! !he jailer wo"e up, and when he
saw the prison doors open, he drew
his sword and was about to "ill
himself because he thought the
prisoners had escaped.
"About to kill himself" — preferable to the
penalty for losing a prisoner.

20 7ut ,aul shouted, “8on6t harm
yourself2 We are all here20
29130 !he jailer called for lights,
rushed in and fell trembling before
,aul and *ilas. (e then brought them
out and as"ed, “*irs, what must I do to
be saved90
"Fhat must I do to be saved" — the Cailer knew
Paul and Silas were preachers of salvation,
verse 17, and had heard their praises about
salvation through Jesus Christ.

31 !hey replied, “7elieve in the %ord

1esus, and you will be saved — you and
your household.0
"Believe in the Lord Jesus" — a concise, true
expression of the way of salvation, which comes in
one simple way, through believing the Good News
about Jesus Christ.

• For further study, see Acts 15:7; Mark 1:15; Rom
1:16; Acts 8:12, 11:17, 1!:4, John 3:16, 36, Romans
3:22.

32 !hen they spo"e the word of the %ord
to him and to all the others in his house.
"Spoke the word of the Lord" — in coming to

believe, he had questions.

:: +t that hour of the night the jailer too"
them and washed their wounds' then
immediately he and all his household
were baptised.
He... was baptised" — this followed his
understanding of who Jesus was and (we can
assume) declaring his own faith and trust. Gthers
in the household made their own response, v.3E
below, therefore none were infants.

:; !he jailer brought them into his house
and set a meal before them' he was <lled
with joy because he had come to believe
in /od — he and his whole household.
"Filled with Coy" — the NT word is a"all#ao, which
describes deep spiritual Coy, Matt. 5:12, Luke
1:EH-E7, 10:21, Acts 2:2H, 1 Peter E:13. Joy always
accompanies genuine, personal conversion.


