"Take your stand" — Roman legions that stood
together facing the enemy without breaking
ranks were considered almost invincible.
"The devil's schemes" – the Bible is clear about
the reality of the devil, a personal enemy, who
uses predictable strategies to exploit sin, fear
and guilt by using accusation and division.
Knowing these strategies is to know their origin
— and how to overcome them.

know the Lord, may have vulnerabilities that the
different levels of spiritual opposition are able to
deceive and exploit.

12 or our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.

"Full armour of God" – the 'panoplia' of the
solder, but Yahweh's armour and weaponry,
Isaiah 11:4-5, 5 :17, made available to the
believer. When evil seems to prevail, truth and
righteousness are the spiritual 'weapons of
character' that win through.

"Our struggle" – or 'wrestle', implying trickery
and deception. A common mistake is to resist
levels of institutional or human opposition
without taking a spiritual stand in the authority
of Jesus against the dark spirituality that is
manipulating them. All, including those who

13 Therefore put on the full armour of
God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have done
everything, to stand.

"Stand" – repeated four times in this passage for
emphasis. Rather than invade the domain of evil,
we are to firmly maintain the decisive victory
already won by Christ, Eph. 1:20-22, 4: , Col 2:15.
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1 Kings 8:1,6,10-11, 22-30, 41-43 — God comes in a glory cloud
he tem le is consecrated and the ark
takes its lace in the inner sanctuary
1 Then King Solomon summoned into
his presence at Jerusalem the elders of
Israel, all the heads of the tribes and the
chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring
up the ark of the Lord's covenant from
Zion, the City of David.
6 The priests then brought the ark of
the Lord's covenant to its place in the
inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most
Holy Place, and put it beneath the
wings of the cherubim.

who keep Your covenant of love with
Your servants who continue
wholeheartedly in Your way.
"No God like You" — other nations saw their
deities as fickle and needing to be kept appeased.
By contrast, Yahweh acted out of His goodness,
to direct events so that His covenant promises
reaching far into the future were fulfilled.
• See also Exod. 15:11, Deut. 7:9,12, Ps. 86:8-10.
"Covenant of love" – Hebrew berith chesēd,
covenant faithfulness, which made Yahweh
unique. There was responsibility on the other
party to "continue wholeheartedly" in His way.

24 "You have kept Your promise to Your
servant David my father; with Your mouth
"The ark... to its place" — David had previously
brought the ark to Jerusalem and created his own You have promised and with Your hand
shrine. This move into the temple was probably
You have fulfilled it – as it is today.
in the 12th year of Solomon's reign.
25 “Now Lord, the God of Israel, keep
10-11 When the priests withdrew from for Your servant David my father the
the Holy Place, the cloud filled the
promises You made to him when You
temple of the Lord (Yahweh). And the
said, ‘You shall never fail to have a
priests could not perform their service
successor to sit before Me on the throne
because of the cloud, for the glory of
of Israel, if only your descendants are
the Lord filled His temple.
careful in all they do to walk before Me
"The cloud" — the manifestation of the presence faithfully as you have done.’
of the Lord, like the cloud at Sinai, is seen in the
temple, more fully described in 2 Chron. 7:1-3.

"If only your descendants are careful" – a clear,
unambiguous condition. Later, northern Israel
and then Judah broke the agreement, resulting in
22-23 Then Solomon stood before the
the deportation and destruction warned against.
altar of the Lord in front of the whole
assembly of Israel, spread out his hands • Co a e also the fuller account of 2 hron 7:17-22.

toward heaven and said: “Lord, the God 26 "And now, God of Israel, let Your
of Israel, there is no God like You in
word that You promised Your servant
heaven above or on earth below — You David my father come true.
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"Day of evil" — a Jewish idiom for a period of
trouble.
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2 “ ut will God really dwell on earth
The heavens, even the highest heaven,
cannot contain You. How much less this
temple I have built
"How much less this temple" – Yahweh is not
contained in any construction. But the presence
of the temple and the cloud of glory appearing
made people assume that they had God's favour,
however they lived, Jer. 7:4-14, Micah 3:11.

2 "Yet give attention to Your servant’s
prayer and his plea for mercy, Lord my God.
Hear the cry and the prayer that Your
servant is praying in Your presence this day.
2 "May Your eyes be open toward this
temple night and day, this place of
which You said, ‘My Name shall be
there,’ so that You will hear the prayer
Your servant prays toward this place.
30 "Hear the supplication of Your servant
and of Your people Israel when they pray
toward this place. Hear from heaven, Your
dwelling place, and when You hear, forgive.

"Toward this place" – Israelites directed their
prayers towards the temple, the place where God
has promised to be present among His people,
e.g. Daniel 6:10.

60 On hearing it, many of His disciples
said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can
accept it

65 He went on to say, “This is why I told
you that no one can come to Me unless
the ather has enabled them.

41 “As for the foreigner who does not
belong to Your people Israel but has
come from a distant land because of
Your name...

"Hard teaching" — not hard to understand but
hard to accept.

"The Father has enabled" – the ones who will
receive are those who seek on God's terms, not
their own. Jesus knew some would choose not to
believe — our free will and being drawn to a
choice by the Holy Spirit are finely balanced.

"Foreigner" – not an alien living in Israel but one
who has come to Jerusalem to pray to Israel's God.

42-43 "...for they will hear of Your great
name and Your mighty hand and Your
outstretched arm — when they come and
pray toward this temple, then hear from
heaven, Your dwelling place. Do whatever
the foreigner asks of You, so that all the
peoples of the earth may know Your
name and fear You, as do Your own
people Israel, and may know that this
house I have built bears Your Name."
"All peoples of the earth" — the wider intention
of God's mission, sometimes overlooked in the
OT, but plainly stated here.
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John 6: 6-6 — esus romises

imsel as ood or e ernal li e

By believing and receiving im totally as 5 This is the bread that came down
our ord our lives give od glory
from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna
and died, but whoever feeds on this
56 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks
My blood remains in Me, and I in them. bread will live forever.
"Remains in Me" — the believer identifies with
Jesus and perseveres in doing so.

"Ate manna" — the value of which was limited.

5 He said this while teaching in the
5 Just as the living ather sent Me and synagogue in Capernaum.
I live because of the ather, so the one "Whoever feeds on this bread" – not words meant
who feeds on Me will live because of Me. to be taken literally, nor is this about breaking bread
as in the Lord's Supper which came much later.
"Feeds on Me" — John Wesley put it, as Jesus
becoming the meat and drink that feeds the soul. Eternal life comes from wholeheartedly believing
As 'flesh and blood' is a Jewish saying for the whole and trusting in Him. Every believer has to take
person, to consume Him is to believe in Him totally. hold of this gift by exercising faith for themselves.

61-62 Aware that His disciples were
grumbling about this, Jesus said to
them, “Does this offend you Then what 66 rom this time many of his disciples
if you see the Son of Man ascend to
turned back and no longer followed
where He was before
Him.
"Ascend" – be elevated to the realm He came
from, a more incredible prospect to the disciples
than Jesus offering Himself to sustain them.

"Many... turned back" — Jesus is not surprised
that many potential disciples have turned away
because their "faith" was not a trusting
commitment.

63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts
for nothing. The words I have spoken to 6 “You do not want to leave too, do
you — they are full of the Spirit and life. you Jesus asked the Twelve.
"Words I have spoken... full of the Spirit and life" 6 -6 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord,
— Jesus' hearers were not discerning the spiritual to whom shall we go You have the
truth behind Jesus' words. Jesus explains that His words of eternal life. We have come to
words are Spirit and life because they have an
believe and to know that You are the
effect in the unseen spiritual realm, and awaken
Holy One of God.
genuine spiritual life.
64 Yet there are some of you who do
not believe. or Jesus had known from
the beginning which of them did not
believe and who would betray Him.

"To whom shall we go" – although others have
found His teaching too hard, the disciples are
beginning to get it.
"Holy One of God" – God was called the Holy
One of Israel, Psalm 71:22, Isaiah 43:3 and 54:5.
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Ephesians 6:10-20 — Posi ioning oursel es in
Behind what we see ha ening the
unseen con ict is won in a different way
10 inally, be strong in the Lord and in
His mighty power.
"Be strong in the Lord" – the conflict in the
spiritual realm affects our experience in the
physical realm. We are being reminded of the
need to summon God's invincible power.

11 Put on the full armour of God, so

e s iri ual a le

that you can take your stand against the
devil’s schemes.
"Put on the full armour" – like full Roman battle
dress but meaning Christlike attitudes, as Paul
wrote earlier, "Put on the new self" i.e. the new
attitude of who we are in Christ, born anew into
true righteousness and holiness. This is coming
at fear and malicious gossip in the opposite spirit
of integrity.

