
God is at work persuading sinners to come to
faith in Jesus and be saved.
19 For it is written: "I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of
the intelligent I will frustrate."
"The wisdom of the wise" —Aristides said that
on every street in Corinth one would meet a so-
called wise man with his solutions to humanity's
problems. Paul quotes a pre-Christian Greek
translation of Isaiah 29:14 and falls into the
Greek public speakers' style.
20Where is the wise person? Where is
the teacher of the law? Where is the
philosopher of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world?
"The philosopher of this age" — Greek Sophists
held long, rhetorical debates in which their logic
promised wisdom, but never delivered any.
21 For since in the wisdom of God the
world through its wisdom did not know
Him, God was pleased through the
foolishness of what was preached to
save those who believe.

"The foolishness of what was preached" — the
message of Jesus, who was God, being
disreputable enough to be crucified made no
rational sense. But God doesn’t make Himself
real to people through reasoning, but by the
Holy Spirit's leading and revelation.
22-24 Jews demand signs and Greeks
look for wisdom, but we preach Christ
crucified: a stumbling-block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to
those whom God has called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God.
"Christ crucified: a stumbling block" — at first
sight, ridiculous, but this is how the saving
power of God is released.
25 For the foolishness of God is wiser
than human wisdom, and the weakness
of God is stronger than human strength.
"Weakness of God...stronger" — a message
perceived to be about weakness proves stronger
than anything the world can offer. It deals with
man’s greatest problem, sin and overcomes the
evil that oppresses and opposes human beings.

SUMMARY Paul contrasts the Holy Spirit’s revelation of what Christ crucified means,
with the pretentious words of Greek orators teasing their audiences. To bring good
news out of the abhorrent execution of God's Son was a shock to a culture of trading
opinions and appeal to reason and logic. But God's ways are higher, His wisdom
transforms lives, and offers answers to life's questions in a way that no philosophy can.

APPLICATION This challenges us to reconsider our public ministry. Is it polished and
respectable? It might seem a fair objective to give people what they want or are used
to — but would God rather we talked about what He has done? Is what is preached the
clarity of Jesus' work on the Cross, and God's work of saving those who believe?

QUESTION Howwell do we discern God's purpose when it is illogical or unpopular?

PRAYER Almighty God, we humble ourselves before You, conscious that Your ways are
so much higher than our ways. Your holiness confronts our worldliness. As You reach
down to us with mercy and salvation, so we reach up to aspire to Your rule rather than
our satisfaction. Forgive us for looking to worldly sources of wisdom and finance, and
forsaking Your priority of salvation.Through Christ crucified and glorified,we pray.Amen.
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Exodus 20:1-17 — God sets out Israel's responsibilities
Later called the Ten Commandments,
these are fundamentals of the law

1 And God spoke all these words:
"Thesewords"— the tenwords, orCommandments,
resemble other covenant stipulations in ancient
Near Eastern treaties. They set out Israel's
responsibilities to God, and to each other —
possibly why God uses two stone tablets, Exodus
31:18. The Beatitudes Jesus taught are in parallel
to the Ten Commandments
• For further study, see Exodus 24:3, 8; 34:28; Deut.
4:13; 10:4.
• For further study: The Beatitudes Matthew 5:3-12
and the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:1-7:29.

2 "I am the Lord your God, who brought
you out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery.
"Who brought you out " — like most royal
treaties of the time, this starts with a preamble of
the circumstances that led to the treaty and
defines that God, the deliverer, is the only God.
3 "You shall have no other gods before
Me.
"No other gods" — Yahweh demands exclusive
covenant loyalty.
4-6 "You shall not make for yourself an
image in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath
or in the waters below. You shall not
bow down to them or worship them;
for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the children for the sin
of the parents to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate Me, but

showing love to a thousand generations
of those who love Me and keep My
commandments.
"You shall not make... an image" — because God is
Spirit, any such imagewould be amisrepresentation.
• For further study, read Deut. 4:12, 15-18, 19, 23-
28, John 4:23-24.
"Love to a thousand generations" — judgment
came on on the whole extended family, but God's
merciful love reached much further. Also the
effects of godly living were long-lasting.

7 "You shall not misuse the name of the
Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold
anyone guiltless who misuses His name.
"Anyone... who misuses His name" — not just
profanity but insincere, casual allusions to God.

8-11 "Remember the Sabbath day by
keeping it holy. Six days you shall
labour and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord
your God. On it you shall not do any
work, neither you, nor your son or
daughter, nor your male or female
servant, nor your animals, nor any
foreigner residing in your towns. For in
six days the Lord made the heavens and
the earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, but He rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath
day and made it holy.
"The Sabbath day" — the 'day of desisting',
meant rest from work, for foreigners and
servants also, following the pattern set at the
time of creation, Genesis 2:2-3.



The House of Prayer for all people had
become exclusive to Jews

13When it was almost time for the
Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to
Jerusalem.
"Time for the Jewish Passover" — this was the
first of two similar events which took place when
Jerusalem was full of visitors. Every male Jew
was expected to visit Jerusalem for the three
major festivals, Passover, Pentecost and
Tabernacles. Matthew, Mark and Luke record the
later occasion e.g. Mark 11:15-19.
14 In the temple courts He found people

12 "Honour your father and your
mother, so that you may live long in the
land the Lord your God is giving you.
"Honour" — show respect for, esteem highly, and
obey those in authority. The first of six relational
instructions and "the first commandment with a
promise", Eph. 6:1-3.
13 "You shall not murder.
"Murder" — correct translation of the word for
intentional killing. Jesus’ definition covers other
evils that result from resentment, Matt. 5:21-26.
14 "You shall not commit adultery.
"Adultery" — any sexual sin breaking faith with
a partner, and a metaphor for Israel's breaking
faith with the Lord, especially used by Hosea.
15 "You shall not steal.
"Steal" — any form of taking what God has

entrusted to someone else, showing that God's
concern for us extends to our possessions.
16 "You shall not give false testimony
against your neighbour.
"False testimony" — so contrary to God's
righteousness and justice.
• For further study, see Prov. 6:16-19, 12:22, 19:5, 9.

17 "You shall not covet your neighbour’s
house. You shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife, or his male or female
servant, his ox or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbour."
"You shall not covet" — most commandments
related to outward actions but this one is
directed to the inner life. To covet what belongs
to another is to distrust God's provision and
break the law of love, Romans 7:7, 13:8-10.

John 2:13-22 — Jesus confronts corruption in the temple courts
selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others
sitting at tables exchanging money.
"In the temple courts" — the outer court intended
for Gentiles to worship, except that the space had
been given over to revenue-earning activities.
"Selling cattle... exchanging money" — visitors
needed unblemished animals to sacrifice and the
approved coinage to offer. A lively trade had
arisen in exchanging regional currencies for coins
deemed acceptable by the temple.
15 So He made a whip out of cords, and
drove all from the temple courts, both
sheep and cattle; He scattered the coins

of the money-changers and overturned
their tables.
"He... drove all from the temple courts" —
zealous rather than aggressive action, and no
uproar attracted the attention of the Roman
garrison nearby.
• Read further to study this as an initial fulfilment
of Malachi 3:1-3 and Zechariah 14:20-21.

16 To those who sold doves He said,
"Get these out of here! Stop turning My
Father’s house into a market!"
"My Father's house" — reveals His authority,
speaking as Messiah for those that will make the
connection. On the later occasion Mark reports
Him as quoting Isaiah's words, "My house will
be called a house of prayer for all nations", Isaiah
56:7; Mark 11:17.
17 His disciples remembered that it is
written: "Zeal for your house will
consume me."
"His disciples remembered" — probably after the
resurrection when many things were falling into
place for them, v.22. This is from Psalm 69, a
prophetic, messianic psalm and v.9 especially.
18 The Jews then responded to Him,
"What sign can you show us to prove
Your authority to do all this?"

"The Jews... responded" — probably the temple
authorities, taken aback by his action and
hearing Him speak of His Father's house.
19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this
temple, and I will raise it again in three
days."
"Destroy this temple" — Jesus sometimes made
memorable, but cryptic statements like this one,
which was later turned into one of the
accusations brought at His trial, Matt 26:61;
27:40. A temple is a place where humans meet
God, and believers would come to understand
that Jesus, the unique representation of God the
Father, is now the new temple, John 1:14.
20-21 They replied, "It has taken forty-
six years to build this temple, and you
are going to raise it in three days?" But
the templeHehad spokenof wasHis body.
"Forty-six years to build" — although soon to be
redundant, work on Herod's enhancements
would continue for another 30 years. Torn down
by the Romans in the siege of AD 70, the 'Wailing
Wall' is all that remains.
22 After He was raised from the dead,
His disciples recalled what He had said.
Then they believed the Scripture and
the words that Jesus had spoken.
"Recalled what He had said" — John 12:16.

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 — God's holy wisdom can seem foolish at first
Flowery and opinionated speaking does
not invite the power of God to save

18 For the message of the Cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing,

but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.
"The message of the Cross... the power of God"
— to transform lives, because as it is proclaimed,


