
on "he law"& a wron*ly-%o!nded so!rce o%
con:dence5 wi"h believin* in 1hris" and ,nowin*
his new li%e and new na"!re in 1hris" which is
li,e Abram whose belie% and "r!s" in .od "was
credi"ed "o him as ri*h"eo!sness"& .enesis 10:6.
• For furth	r 
tu��
 read Romans 5:17! 2 "orinthians
5:21! #alatians 2:21, 3:21.

12"11 I want to knowChrist — yes, to know
the power of His resurrection and
participation in His sufferings, becoming
like Him in His death, and so, somehow,
attaining to the resurrection from the dead.
"I wan" "o ,now 1hris""— no" ,nowled*e& b!"
rela"ionally& incl!din*/is s!<erin*s and "becomin*
li,e /im in /is dea"h"& ( 1or. 4:7-1(& 1(:8-10.

• For furth	r 
tu�� on $elie%ers alread& spirituall&
sharin' in "hrist(s death and resurre)tion: Rom. *:2-
13! #al. 2:20! 5:24! *:14! +ph. 2:*! "ol.2:12,13! 3:1.

12"1!Not that I have already obtained all
this, or have already arrived at my goal,
but I press on to take hold of that forwhich
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I
do AisB forgetting what is behind and
straining towards what is ahead.
"Already arrived a" my *oal" — no" sinless
$er%ec"ion b!" mission accom$lished. Pa!l's
whole ar*!men" %rom v.4 is "ha" i" canno" be
achieved by any e<or"s on o!r $ar".

SUMMARY Paul e3plains how he set aside as worthless who he was in the 9esh —
his 'seven .arks of a good ,ew' were .ore like a lia*ility in the kingdo. of 4od.
The less of ourselves we proudly +arry) the .ore we rely on ,esus and the
righteousness that +o.es fro. our *elieving relationship with -i.. :nd Paul
would go further — ;hrist gave -is life and reputation for us) and to share in that
suffering would honour -i..

APPLICATION If we i.agine anything has 7uali/ed us for ;hrist's kingdo.) we
are .isled — yet the institutional kind of ;hristianity has its titles and for.alities) its
orders of seniority) and its sense of self"prote+tion. The danger is that we lose our
passion for si.ply knowing ,esus and <*eing found in -i.< *e+ause we have got
+aught up in other for.s of af/r.ation. The world and the 9esh te.pt us to put
our fo+us in the wrong pla+e. Paul looks to heaven and eternity) even if the =ourney
will take hi. through so.e painful pla+es.

QUESTION #ow much thought do we give to reall$ discerning what God is
doing? %o our activities produce the kingdom kind of fruit! and how do we tell?

PRAYCR O Lord our 4od) we have all *een guilty of treating what is >ours as our
own do.ain.
5e have *een too *usy +reating our little e.pires) to grasp the greater vision of
>our kingdo..
?orgive us for .aking >ou too s.all) and raising ourselves up to .ore stature than
we possess.
6how us how to *e heavenly .inded) and honest stewards of what is >ours —
keeping our fo+us on >our rule) reign and eternal purposes) under the lordship of
,esus. :.en.
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Isaiah 5:1-7 — The song of the vineyard that the Lord prepared
#he nation $planted$ in a fertile place

failed to produce the right kind of fruit
1 I will sing for the one I love a song
about His vineyard: "My loved one had
a vineyard on a fertile hillside.
"A vineyard" — Israel is described as a vineyard
in Isaiah 3:14 and Psalm 80:7-16. Isaiah's hearers
wo!ld rela"e "o "his — i" was "he mos" common
livelihood in #!dah. #es!s' $arable o% "he "enan"s&
'a""hew (1:33-46 below& re)ec"s "his $assa*e.
• For furth	r 
tu��, see Matthew 21:33-44, also
Mark 12:1-11 and Luke 20:9-18.

2 "He dug it up and cleared it of stones
and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it and cut out a
winepress as well. Then He looked for a
crop of good grapes, but it yielded only
bad fruit.
"+!* i"...cleared i"... $lan"ed i"... loo,ed %or a
cro$" — "his describes "he "hree years o% wor, "o
crea"e a vineyard o!" o% roc,y "errain.
!"# "Now you dwellers in Jerusalem
and people of Judah, judge between
Me and My vineyard.What more could
have been done for My vineyard than I
have done for it? When I looked for
good grapes, why did it yield only bad?
"-ha" more co!ld have been done" — li,e
crea"in* a vineyard& .od had $rovided every"hin*

%or /is $eo$le "o be a blessin* "o "he wider
world — as /e $romisedAbraham& .enesis 1(:1-3.
$"% "Now I will tell you what I am going
to do to My vineyard: I will take away
its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will
break down its wall, and it will be
trampled. I will make it a wasteland,
neither pruned nor cultivated, and
briers and thorns will grow there. I will
command the clouds not to rain on it."
"+es"royed..."ram$led...was"eland" — ima*ery
"ha" an"ici$a"es %orei*n invasion and "hen
anarchy in "he land& Isaiah 3:4-0.
"1ommand "he clo!ds no" "o rain" — a c!rse on
"he land. 2he blessin*s o% obeyin* "he covenan"
incl!ded seasonal rain& and dro!*h" was a c!rse
%rom i*norin* i"& +e!"eronomy (8:1(& (3-(4.
& The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is
the nation of Israel, and the people of
Judah are the vines He delighted in.
And He looked for justice, but saw
bloodshed; for righteousness, but
heard cries of distress.
"2he vineyard... is "he na"ion o% Israel" — "he
riddle o% "he $recedin* verses is resolved.
"/e loo,ed %or 3!s"ice& b!" saw bloodshed" — a
word$lay in "his $oem: mispakh& o$$ression or
bloodshed so!nds li,e mishpat& 3!s"ice. 4!r $oe"ic
renderin* mi*h" be "/e so!*h" 3!s"ice& b!" %o!nd
in3!s"ice5 loo,ed %or e6!i"y b!" beheld ini6!i"y."

SUMMARY Isaiah's 'song of the vineyard( is a well"known OT passage) partly
*e+ause ,esus pi+ked up the para*le as a *a+kground to -is own story a*out the
vineyard and tenants. It was a very fa.iliar pi+ture to /rst"+entury hearers)
espe+ially in and around ,udea where vineyard work was a +o..on o++upation.



%esus tells the story of the wicked occupants
who assaulted the vineyard owner&s agents
!!"!# "Listen to another parable: there
was a landowner who planted a
vineyard. He put a wall round it, dug a
winepress in it and built a watchtower.
Then he rented the vineyard to some
farmers and moved to another place.
When the harvest time approached, he
sent his servants to the tenants to
collect his fruit.
"Awa"ch"ower" — "o *!ard "he vineyard&
es$ecially when "he *ra$es be*an "o ri$en.
!$"!& "The tenants seized his servants;
they beat one, killed another, and stoned
a third. Then he sent other servants to
them, more than the first time, and the
tenants treated them in the same way.
Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They
will respect my son,' he said.
"2he "enan"s" — "he #ewish leaders. "2he
servan"s" — "he 42 $ro$he"s& *enerally badly
"rea"ed by "he leaders5 many were ,illed.
!0"!1 "But when the tenants saw the
son, they said to each other, 'This is the
heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his
inheritance.' So they took him and threw
him out of the vineyard and killed him.
"2he son... and... his inheri"ance" — 1hris" and

/is ,in*dom. 2he "enan"s wan" "o ,ee$ con"rol.
2he reli*io!s leaders condemned #es!s "o dea"h.
#2 "Therefore, when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?”
#1 "He will bring those wretches to a
wretched end," they replied, "and he
will rent the vineyard to other tenants,
who will give him his share of the crop
at harvest time."
"Awre"ched end" — "he #ewish reli*io!s leaders
!nwi""in*ly $rono!nce "heir own condemna"ion.
"4"her "enan"s" — obedien" %ollowers who
increasin*ly were .en"iles. 7y "he second
cen"!ry& "he ch!rch was $redominan"ly .en"ile.
#2 Jesus said to them, "Have you never
read in the Scriptures: 'The stone the
builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; the Lord has done this,
and it is marvellous in our eyes'?
"2he s"one... "he corners"one" — #es!s 6!o"es
Psalm 118:((-(3& $ar" o% "he $ro$he"ic re%rain
chan"ed by "he crowd as /e en"ered #er!salem
3!s" be%ore *ivin* "his "eachin*.
#!"## "Therefore I tell you that the
kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people who will
produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on
this stone will be broken to pieces;
anyone on whom it falls will be crushed."

The story relates the pro+ess of +learing the ro+ky terrain to /nd soil) planting vines
and hewing out a winepress) *uilding a wat+htower for prote+tion and shelter) and
tending the young vines towards their /rst harvest in the third year. If the grapes
were inedi*le like wild vine fruit) the owner would *e distraught) after all that hard
work — *ut to a*andon it) would *e an e3tre.e a+t of desperation.

APPLICATION -ere it *e+o.es +lear that the .essage rea+hes to the nation of
Israel. The language of destru+tion and *eing tra.pled) points to 4od withdrawing
-is prote+tion of the. fro. the surrounding hostile nations. The +urse of destru+tion
is reinfor+ed *y the +urse on the land of withholding seasonal rain.
This is like an old"world sepia pi+ture that speaks afresh today. The fo+us is now on
the worldwide +hur+h) although not entirely repla+ing the ,ewish nation) whi+h
re.ains part of 4od's plan. 5hether it's a*out +hur+h or our individual lives) what
we have) we hold in trust for 4od. -e e3pe+ts us to use our lives and our possessions
well) produ+ing the fruit of -is kingdo. — not +reating our own e.pires.
QUESTION What would look like 'good fruit' in our lives or in our church or chapel?

Matthew 21:33-46 — This vineyard is o++upied *y tenants fro. hell

"2a,en away %rom yo!" — any vineyard owner
wo!ld evic" wic,ed "enan"s& and so .od will
re$lace "he #ewish leaders wi"h %ai"h%!l %ollowers.
"A $eo$le who will $rod!ce i"s %r!i"" — ethnos&
li,e "he "disci$les o% all na"ions" e.*. .en"iles in
'a""hew (8:18& *en!ine disci$les o% #es!s& who
"hemselves will ma,e more disci$les o% #es!s.
"9alls on "his s"one" — s"!bs "heir %oo" on "he
corners"one& v.((& or is cr!shed by "he ca$s"one5
"he word can mean ei"her.

45-46 When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they
knew He was talking about them. They
looked for a way to arrest Him, but they
were afraid of the crowd because the
people held that He was a prophet.
"2al,in* abo!" "hem" —'a""hew elsewhere
brin*s o!" "he "heme o% .od's 3!d*men" on "he
"children o% hell" and "blind *!ides" who had so
misled "he #ewish $eo$le& 'a""hew (3:13-16.

'is goal is the close relationship with
%esus which even shares 'is pain

#"% If someone else thinks they have
reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I
havemore: circumcised on the eighth day,
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in
regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal,
persecuting the church; as for righteousness
based on the law, faultless.
"1on:dence in "he )esh" — seven '6!ali:ca"ions'
!sin* "hese "o demons"ra"e "ha" rela"ionshi$ wi"h
.od canno" be earned or achieved.
"/ebrew o% /ebrews" — bo"h $aren"s #ews& a
model o% #ewish ed!ca"ion and !$brin*in*.

7 But whatever were gains to me I now
consider loss for the sake of Christ.

".ains... I now consider loss" — Pa!l !ses
:nancial lan*!a*e5 wha" mi*h" a$$ear "o some
"o be on "he '$ro:"' side o% "he balance shee"
sho!ld ac"!ally be en"ered as liabili"ies on "he
'cos"' side. 2he word %or "loss" means dama*ed
or o% no %!r"her !se& v.8 and Ac"s (7:10& (1.
8-9 What is more, I consider everything
a loss because of the surpassing worth
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake I have lost all things. I
consider them garbage, that I may gain
Christ and be found in Him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which is through
faith in Christ — the righteousness that
comes from God on the basis of faith.
";i*h"eo!sness... %rom .od on "he basis o% %ai"h"
— Pa!l& "he well-ed!ca"ed #ew is ma,in* a
con"ras" wi"h his "%a!l"less" "ri*h"eo!sness based

SUMMARY ,esus draws on the pi+ture of the unfruitful vineyard that Isaiah saw) *ut the
fo+us here is the wi+kedness and violen+e of the tenants to who. the vineyard was let.
They had assu.ed ownership of what was not theirs) and refused to give the landlord's
servants a++ess and a proper share) *eating the. and even +o..itting .urder —
with their violen+e resulting in the death of the owner's son and heir. 6o) the story
+ontinues) the vineyard will *e +on/s+ated fro. the wi+ked tenants and let again to
tenants of a 7uite different kind) who will produ+e the good fruit the owner e3pe+ts.

APPLICATION The i..ediate appli+ation for ,esus' hearers was the harsh and
.isguided attitude of the religious hierar+hy) who assu.ed wrongly that the
kingdo. of 4od was to do with their religious syste.) whi+h they +ontrolled. Take
that into the 21st +entury) and where is the kingdo. of 4od growing8 If any of the
esta*lished and histori+ +hur+hes see the.selves as representing 4od's kingdo.)
while e3+luding .inistry whi+h does not /t their parti+ular pattern) su+h as
evangelis. or +o..unity engage.ent) youth .inistry or +hur+h planting) the
wrong tenants are again trying to +ontrol the vineyard.

QUESTION Where in the world do we see the kingdom of God! God's rule and
reign! growing and e"tending?

Philippians 3:4-13 — Paul is a.odel ,ew) not that it +ounts for anything


